
Conversations on civic life
in Los Angeles



About CivitasLA
CivitasLA is a podcast featuring diverse and emerging civic entrepreneurs 
who make up this dynamic region and are working to create, build and 
serve community every day. These conversations enable listeners to hear 
from, learn from, and be inspired by a new generation of civic leaders who 
are forging a path forward in making the greater Los Angeles region a 
stronger, more resilient, and connected group of citizens.

Our purpose is simple: to elevate civic discourse, foster community 
connections, and promote civic knowledge and engagement across the 
greater LA region while elevating diverse and emerging voices in that 
conversation.

[ siv-i-tas; Latin kee-wi-tahs ]

noun, plural civ·i·ta·tes  [siv-i-tey-teez; Latin kee-wi-tah-teys] 

the body of citizens who constitute a state, especially
a city-state, commonwealth, or the like; citizenship,
especially as imparting shared responsibility, a
common purpose, and sense of community.

Civitas



Why CivitasLA
To foster civic knowledge and engagement.
In the most recent study on volunteerism in America by the Corporation for
National and Community Service, Los Angeles ranked 46th of 50 MSA’s surveyed
across the nation; California ranked 47th (among 50 states and the District of Columbia).

To encourage citizen participation in elections.
In considering the action of voting, the percentage of registered voters casting ballots
in the most recent municipal elections were: 18% (2009); 23% (2013); and 20% (2017). 

To promote economic and community development.
Leveraging our knowledge and the insights of our guests to shine a light on the many
diverse communities that make up our region and share successes and challenges
while fostering opportunities for collaboration.

To elevate and empower diverse voices. 
Giving voice – and a platform - to the next generation of leaders building and serving 
community and driving our region forward.



CivitasLA Fast Facts
Listener Base: People who are curious about 
the world around them; have a desire 
to engage locally; and are inspired to make a 
difference in their respective communities. 

Genre: Society & Culture (civic life, 
government, politics). This was among the 
genres with the fastest growth in terms of 
number of listeners.

Launched: July 1, 2020 https://medium.com/stitcher-blog/the-stitche
r-podcasting-report-41ee54c8b84c - p19

https://medium.com/stitcher-blog/the-stitcher-podcasting-report-41ee54c8b84c
https://medium.com/stitcher-blog/the-stitcher-podcasting-report-41ee54c8b84c


Podcast Listeners
Podcast Listeners
Weekly podcast listeners 
were spending nearly 25 
hours/month listening to 
podcasts at the end of Q3 
2021; up slightly from 
pre-pandemic high of Q3 
2019

Overall
• 45% more likely to have a college degree, and

68% more likely to have a post-grad degree.

• 45% more likely to have an household income of $250,000.

• 51% of bi-weekly listeners made purchases based on hearing ads.

• Younger listeners outnumber older ones, but the 35-55 age groups 
subscribes to more shows and listens for longer.

https://medium.com/stitcher-blog/the-stitcher-podcasting-report-41ee54c8b84c - pg. 40

California 
Podcast consumers in 
California listen more than 
those of any other US state 
with more than 11% of the 
share of Stitcher listeners.
https://medium.com/stitcher-blog/the-stitcher
-podcasting-report-41ee54c8b84c - pg. 36

CivitasLA Listeners
Global: 47 countries beyond the U.S, with top countries being India, 
Canada, Bangladesh, Germany, Belgium and Korea
National:  While CA represents 54% of listens, top states include 
Ohio, New York, Virginia, Texas and the District of Columbia
Regional:  While Greater LA represents just under 50% of listens, top 
regions include Columbus, Washington, D.C., New York, San 
Francisco/Oakland/San Jose, and Dallas/Fort Worth

https://medium.com/stitcher-blog/the-stitcher-podcasting-report-41ee54c8b84c
https://medium.com/stitcher-blog/the-stitcher-podcasting-report-41ee54c8b84c
https://medium.com/stitcher-blog/the-stitcher-podcasting-report-41ee54c8b84c


CivitasLA: Some of Our Guests 
Hal Bastian, Exec. Vice Pres.,
Major Properties 

Robert Sausedo, President & CEO, 
Community Build

Mel Culpepper, CEO,
Boys & Girls Club of Hollywood  

Mark Wilson, 
Pres./CEO/Co-Founder, CRCD

Dan Halden, HEART of Hollywood
& Li Wen, Gensler 

Karen E. Slade, General Manager, 
KJLH Radio

Larry Laboe, Exec. Director, 
NewFilmmakers LA 

Jessica Lall, Pres. & CEO, Central 
City Association of Los Angeles 

Veronica Melvin, Pres. & CEO,
LA Promise Fund

Diane Robertson, Esq., Akil West & 
Roland Wiley, Leimert Park

Chris Fraley, Board member,
StartOut 

Ardy Kassakhian & Elen 
Asatryan, Glendale

Effie Turnbull Sanders,
Exec. Director, SLATE-Z

Andy Carrasco, SoCal Gas & Emma 
Hernandez, SE Comm. Dev.Corp. 

Reiko Kerr, LADWP
& Phyllis Currie, MISO

Patty Lombard, Joanna Vernetti, 
& Todd Warner, Larchmont



CivitasLA: Some of Our Guests 
Elizabeth Benson Forer, Venice Family
Clinic & Robert Schwan, Gjelina 

Jewel Thais-Williams,
Jewel’s Catch One 

Taj Ahmad Eldridge, Sr. Director, 
Investment, LA Cleantech Incubator

Wayne Ratkovich,
The Ratkovich Company 

Dr. Noel Hacegaba, Deputy Exec. 
Director/COO, Port of Long Beach 

Marqueece Harris-Dawson,
LA City Councilmember

Natalie Samarjian, Pres. & CEO,
Coro Southern California

Mitch O’Farrell, LA City 
Councilmember 

Timothy Halligan, Rob Michaelson & 
Veronica Perez

Stephen Cheung, President,
World Trade Center Los Angeles

Christine Essel, President & CEO, 
Southern California Grantmakers

Betty Avila, Exec. Director,
Self-Help Graphics & Art

Gustavo Herrera, Executive Director,
Arts for LA

Karen A. Clark & Jasmine Willis, 
City National Bank



CivitasLA: Community Spotlight Series

West Hollywood

Leimert Park

Larchmont

Venice

Glendale

Southeast LA
Koreatown



CivitasLA: Framing the Conversation 

“People need to see others like 
themselves who are participating in 
creating, building and serving 
community,” Gathers said. “And as 
that participation begins and grows, 
one manifestation is understanding 
the importance of voting.”
LA Times, 6-11-2022



CivitasLA: What They’re Saying… So Far 
“It’s great to see all the good work you’re doing in LA. Keep it up… this world needs more

fine souls like you.”  — J. Hall
“Thanks to my episode on CivitasLA, I’m speaking at this upcoming event.” — M. Culpepper

“Great interview with Jessica Lall.”  — K. Morrison
“You have put together an impressive program of podcasts. Very exciting.”  — R. Mills

“The work you are doing and these CivitasLA podcasts look interesting. It reminds me of the
issues I need to think about as a city planner.” — N. Guth

 “Happy to participate Dwayne. It is a great program!” — LA City Councilmember M. O’Farrell
“Thanks for keeping me informed. Great mission.” — G. Malkoun

“Great episode!!! #hardwork” — L. Princeton
“Enjoyed Ep 5 with Veronica. She was a very calm and clear communicator. Well done.” — M. Ross
“What a great well balanced podcast. Please sign me up for any and all future podcasts as I’m here 

for it and happy to support it.” — B. Von Hoffman
“I’ve been listening and learning. I appreciate you bringing us a cross-section of talent.” — C. Palka

“Great podcast. I was emotionally moved.” — C. Eaton



CivitasLA: What They’re Saying… So Far 
“Great interview. Nice, light touch and you keep the speeches to a minimum.” — L. Frank
“It is one of the most thoughtful, discerning podcasts on urban issues facing Los Angeles

and beyond.” — J. Skelley
“Both episodes made me think they are so deserving of financial support… I am planning to add them to my 

end of year giving because of your podcast!” — M. Schafer
“Thank you, Dwayne. These emails have changed my life and I want to thank you again. You are always 

looking out for all of us and we are grateful.” — A. Belle
“I just can’t thank you enough for the thoughtful interview and this detailed follow-up.”

— C. Ramsay
“Amazing that you’re 30 episodes in.  Congratulations. The shows are always informative and make you feel 

like you are a part of this vast city.” — W. Thompson
“Quite an achievement! I’m honored to be included in such a relevant crowd. I have ultimate respect for the 

energy – YOUR energy – to keep doing this… especially in such stressed times.”
— L. Wen 

“You just keeping doing great stuff!!!  Congratulations on your new Community Spotlight Series.” — J. Elliott
“Thank you for the time and care you and your team took with us.” – P. Currie

“It truly was a pleasure to participate in your forum while partnering with Phyllis. Having a high level of 
engagement by your audience is icing on the cake! Thank you for what you do for our community!” – R. Kerr



CivitasLA: Become a Sponsor
If you’re interested in the work of building community, fostering civic engagement, and 
elevating diverse voices we hope you’ll consider partnering with us and joining the 
esteemed ranks of our sponsors.

Korean Culture Center Inc.



CivitasLA: Creator & Host 
CivitasLA was conceived by Dwayne A. Gathers, resulting from his 
own experiences and civic engagement in Los Angeles for close to 
two decades. Gathers has served as a Commissioner on the board of 
the  former Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA/LA); served on 
the City of LA’s Workforce Investment Board; the Business Tax 
Advisory Committee; and the Small Business Advisory Committee. 
He has also served on the board of The Broad Stage at Santa 
Monica College Performing Arts Center; chaired the  board of the 
International Visitors Council of Los Angeles; and has served on the 
board of the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp; is 
Immediate Past President of the Board of Trustees of Hollywood 
United Methodist Church; and is Immediate Past Chair of the Board 
of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce. He’s a graduate  of the 
Leadership Southern California Class of 2007. Born and raised in 
New York City, Dwayne graduated from Dartmouth College with a 
degree in Economics.

Dwayne A. Gathers



Connect with us…

• Contact: Dwayne A. Gathers
Program Creator/Host

• Phone: 323-745-0045

• Email: info@CivitasLA.com

• Website: www.CivitasLA.com 

• Social: Facebook | Instagram | Twitter | TikTok | YouTube

Elevating diverse and
emerging voices in the civic
conversation of the greater
Los Angeles region while 

fostering community connections 
and promoting civic knowledge 

and engagement 

mailto:info@CivitasLA.com
http://www.civitasla.com/
https://www.facebook.com/civitasla/
https://www.facebook.com/civitasla/
https://twitter.com/Civitas_LA
https://www.tiktok.com/@civitasla
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRZE9NKPr-QZyHVHy5eSRpg

